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Biodiversity Facts and Figures

What is biodiversity?

Biological diversity – or biodiversity – is the term given to the variety of life on Earth. Estimates of the total amount of species (plants and animals) inhabiting the globe range from three to one hundred million. So far, we have identified about 1.75 million different species. 

What does biodiversity include?

· Ecosystem diversity – deserts, wetlands, mountains, agricultural landscapes and many more.

· Species diversity – all the living species of plants and animals on the Earth. 

· Genetic diversity – breeds of domesticated animals or varieties of crops. 

How does biodiversity affect human beings?

The diversity of life forms and their interaction with the environment have made the Earth habitable for people. Biodiversity provides many goods and services that sustain our lives.

What is happening to biodiversity in our world?

Species appeared and disappeared throughout the course of evolution. Now, however, the rate of extinction is rapidly increasing. The current extinction rate is estimated at 100 to 1000 times higher than normal. 

Why protect biodiversity?

It is in our best interest to protect biodiversity. Biological resources support agriculture, pharmaceuticals, industry and many other elements in our society. Loss of biodiversity threatens our way of life: our food sources, recreation and tourism opportunities, sources of wood, medicines, energy, and clean air and water. 
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