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Chairman, Board of Directors

3 December 2010

Shalom,

As I am writing this, KKL-JNF workers are in their second day of fighting the biggest fire Israel has ever seen.  Unfortunately, this conflagration in northern Israel has resulted in casualties, and the entire KKL-JNF family sends its condolences to the families mourning the loss of their loved ones.

So far, approximately 20,000 dunams of natural woodland and planted forests have gone up in flames.  KKL-JNF workers are continuing to work alongside Israel's firefighting forces assisted by KKL-JNF's modern fire trucks, some of which were acquired with donations from KKL-JNF offices worldwide and are now playing a major role in KKL-JNF firefighting efforts.

As soon as the fire is extinguished, KKL-JNF will begin its campaign to restore the burned forests and make preparations for replanting the damaged areas.  I would like to thank all KKL-JNF worldwide presidents and all our partners, who contacted me since this incident began and expressed their unwavering support for KKL-JNF and the State of Israel. I am certain that with their support and commitment to Israel and its citizens, we will gradually be able to repair the vast ecological damage, purchase additional equipment to help prevent and extinguish future fires and do everything possible to prevent and contain them.  Having learned the lessons of the Second Lebanese War, in terms of fire trucks as well as methods for rehabilitating the environment, and investing millions of shekels, we are equipped to begin the restoration and continue fighting forest fires.

I have just been informed that the government of Israel has decided that all the donations from throughout the world related to the fire and to the rehabilitation project will be transferred to Israel through KKL-JNF. Israeli embassies worldwide that receive offers of help and donations will transfer them to local KKL-JNF offices, from where they will be forwarded to KKL-JNF in Israel. I would therefore ask that you be prepared to receive these offers of help from your local Israeli embassies.  

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all the dedicated workers of KKL-JNF, who are fighting the fire at this very moment with courage, commitment and admirable professionalism.  We will continue to do everything we can to help extinguish this fire and will be ready to begin the forest rehabilitation campaign with renewed energies.

Many thanks for your support and wishes for a happy Hanukah to you and your families.

Sincerely,
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Efi Stenzler

KKL-JNF World Chairman      

___________
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