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Glossary: Climate Terms for the Israeli Diplomat 
 

1. Introduction 

Climate change is increasingly occupying more space on the international relations 
agenda. Diplomats across the world are engaging with the topic of the climate on a 
regular basis, and are required to do so on a wide variety of occasions. So, too, is it 
important for Israeli diplomats to be proficient in the basic terms and concepts of this 
field. Accordingly, and to mark the occasion of the 5th anniversary of the Paris 
Agreement (12/12/2015), we have prepared a short glossary of the principles of 
relevant terms on the topic of climate diplomacy. 

2. Climate Change 

Long-term, man-made changes (anthropogenic) to planet Earth’s climate as the 
result of an increase in the concentration of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. 
These changes manifest in phenomena such as extreme weather, rising sea 
levels, melting glaciers, temperature rises, and more. They endanger humankind 
and the natural environment. 

3. Global Warming 

This term refers to a process in which the average global temperature rises, while 
the planet’s climate changes as the result of human activity that increases the 
concentration of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. This is one of the 
phenomena of climate change, however these two terms do not overlap. 

4. Greenhouse Gases 

Gases that cause a greenhouse effect and lead to global warming. These are 
mainly carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4), ozone (O3), nitrogen dioxide 
(NO2), and a family of gases called ‘Freons’, which are industrial gases used 
primarily in air conditioners and refrigerators.  

5. CO2 

The principal greenhouse gas responsible for the majority of global warming. 
It is emitted primarily through the burning of fossil fuels in industry and 
transportation, and is based on oil, gas, and forest-burning. Thus, most of the 
global effort is directed towards reducing emissions of this gas. 

6. Renewable Energies 

Energies from a renewable resource that do not emit greenhouse gases, such as 
solar and wind energies, energy produced from sea waves, and hydraulic energy 
(which often causes heavy environmental and human damage). In Israel, the 
primary renewable energy is solar energy.  

7. Fossil Fuels 
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Coal, oil, and gas – these are energy resources that were created on 
planet Earth in ancient times, and now serve as the world’s key energy resource 
for industry, transportation, electricity generation, and more. Their usage is the 
central cause of rising global temperatures. Thus, the primary effort today in 
climate crisis prevention is to replace these fuels with renewable energies. 

8. Mitigation 

One of two key strategies in the world today for managing the climate crisis. It is 
designed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by stopping the use of fossil fuels, 
moving to renewable energies, increasing energy efficiency, and absorbing 
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere through natural means such as reforestation 
or mechanisms such as carbon capturing in power plant chimneys. Most of the 
discourse and international effort is currently concentrated on mitigation.  

9. Adaptation 

The second accepted strategy for managing the climate crisis, based on the 
understanding that climate change has already begun and will intensify in the 
future. And that therefore, we must prepare for it and adapt to these changes in 
order to minimize their consequences. Examples include drought-resistant 
agriculture, ensuring sufficient water resources, urban planning adapted to the 
changing climate, flood prevention, and proactive protection of forests against 
fires. Pursuant to the Paris Agreement, every country in the world is required to 
prepare a national adaptation program. 

10. Paris Agreement 

The most important climate agreement, achieved in Paris on 12/12/2015. This 
agreement is the most important international framework for the countries of the 
world to manage the climate crisis. Israel signed the agreement and ratified it in 
2016. Pursuant to the agreement, the rise in global temperatures must be limited 
to up to 2 degrees celsius, and if possible, up to 1.5 degrees. The agreement 
established the principle that all countries of the world share common but 
differentiated responsibility for the climate. 

11. Nationally Determined Contribution 

The heart of the Paris Agreement and the mechanism that is designed to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. Its framework obligates all countries of the world to 
undertake a series of steps on a voluntary basis to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. At the end of the five years of the agreement (2020), countries of the 
world must submit a renewed NDC. Each country sets what it will do, and at what 
pace. However, global pressure for more ambitious measures in this area is 
causing many countries to continuously update their targets. 

12. UNFCC  - United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

One of the three important environmental conventions (the climate convention, 
convention to combat desertification, and convention on biological diversity) 
agreed upon at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. The convention 
consists of a Secretariat for the Paris Agreement and contains important sub-
bodies. This is the most central environmental convention in the world today, and 
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resides in Bonn, Germany (as does the seat of the convention to combat 
desertification). 

13.  COP –Conference of The Parties 

The Conference of the Parties to the Paris Agreement and the Convention on 
Climate. It convenes once a year, around November-December. This is the 
biggest annual event of the UN, in which – before coronavirus – tens of thousands 
participated. It serves as a central arena for decision-making and climate 
negotiations. COP 25 convened in Madrid at the end of 2019, and on the agenda 
is the convening of COP 26, under British chairmanship in Glasgow from 
01/11/2021 to 11/11/2021. The COP convenes every year at a different country  

14. Kyoto Protocol 

The first climate agreement from 1997. Achieved in Kyoto, Japan. Divided the 
countries of the world into developed countries that have a duty to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, and underdeveloped countries – including Israel – 
that did not have any duties imposed on them. This didn’t prevent the continuation 
of global warming. Israel signed and ratified the Kyoto Protocol. 

15.   Climate Finance 

This refers to assistance that developed countries transfer to developing countries 
to enable them to adapt to the climate crisis, and to a lesser extent, to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. The Paris Agreement determined the expansion of 
this finance as well as that it reach $100 billion per year beginning from 2020 – a 
target that was not achieved in full following the coronavirus pandemic. There is 
strong international pressure to expand climate finance, something which also 
constitutes a kind of compensation for the damage caused to developing countries 
following changes in the climate. The finance is transferred bilaterally or through 
dedicated UN bodies and funds. 

16. IPCC –   Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate Change 

The international body of scientists in charge of preparing important scientific 
reports on the planet’s climate status and the consequences of this for the earth, 
air, sea, and more. The IPCCC Secretariat is situated in Geneva and is operated 
by the World Meteorological Organization and the UNEP. Its reports guide the 
scientific community and world leaders, and are considered to be the highest 
authority on all matters related to climate information, its implications, and 
recommendations. 

17. Climate Diplomacy   -  

A term that relates to the international engagement with diplomatic tools on the 
topic of climate change. Many countries of the world have incorporated the topic 
into their diplomatic work as part of an understanding that this is a professional 
topic of great importance to international relations, and have allocated dedicated 
manpower and resources to it. Analogous terms are ‘sustainability diplomacy’ and 
‘environmental diplomacy’. 

18. Climate Innovation 
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The variety of fields of innovation related to climate change in terms of 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions or building resilience and adaption. It 
includes: renewable energies, energy efficiency, water, agriculture, the 
development of animal protein substitutes, reforestation and forest preservation, 
advanced technologies from the world of AI, big data, and more.  

19. Climate Engineering or Geo – Engineering 

This relates to deliberate manmade changes in order to reduce, prevent, or even 
reverse the global climate system. This currently consists of two main strategies: 
firstly, through the scattering of particles – aerosols – in the atmosphere in order to 
reflect solar radiation; and secondly, through the absorption of carbon dioxide 
mechanically and burying it in the ground. While the first option is available and 
relatively non-expensive, the second is currently less realistic due to costs and 
technological obstacles. There is great concern that climate engineering may 
cause severe damage. However, there is currently no international body or 
convention that can prevent a country from carrying out climate engineering within 
its territory. 

20. Carbon Tax 

The tax imposed on part of the world's countries for carbon dioxide emissions. 
The goal of this tax is to minimize emissions, and is considered a central tool in 
the reduction of emissions. The carbon tax is not yet customary in Israel – but the 
topic is being promoted by the Ministry of Environmental Protection.  

21. Emissions Trading System 

An international or state mechanism designed to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions through the advance distribution of fixed quotas. A company or country 
that did not utilize all of its fixed quota can sell the remainder to a country or 
company that exceeded its quota. At the international level, it is an extremely 
complex mechanism.   

22. Climate Denial 

Denial that climate change exists, or that it is manmade. Climate denial has a 
number of levels, from total denial of the phenomenon, to the assertion that 
climate change exists but is natural, through to the belief that climate change 
indeed exists and is manmade – but that it is not so bad. 

23. Greenhouse Effect 

A term that abstractly describes global warming: greenhouse gases that 
accumulate in the atmosphere function as a kind of greenhouse in that they trap 
part of the heat emitted by the sun's radiation that hits Earth, stopping it from 
returning to the atmosphere.  

Note: there are other glossaries of terms for this subject and we recommend 
visiting them and the excellent website of UNFCCC that gives much more 
information: 
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 https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-convention/glossary-of-
climate-change-acronyms-and-terms 
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