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Guidelines for Rehabilitating the Carmel Forests 
Rehabilitating the burned areas of the Carmel will be based on the following:

1. Extensive experience accrued following fires on the Carmel, at Sha'ar Hagai, Biriya, and the Naphtali Ridge.
2. Implementation of past advisory committee recommendations subsequent to these fires.

3. Conclusions and recommendations based on comprehensive research focusing on forest rehabilitation processes in the wake of fires.  

Rehabilitation of the burned areas will take into consideration watershed area planning.
In general, no planting will be carried out during the first year, except in cases of symbolic plantings, and those at recreation sites.
Rehabilitation will rely on natural regeneration.
Aleppo pine (Jerusalem pine) is a species of conifer native to Israel, and the Carmel is its natural habitat. Over thousands of years this species has developed survival and regeneration mechanisms after fires.    

Following a period of germination and growth this coming spring, a comprehensive survey will be conducted on the naturally regenerated burned areas. At the sites where no natural regeneration has taken place, trees will be planted according to goals and objectives determined by the spatial plan of the watershed.

Natural broadleaved trees will be planted to enhance biodiversity (for example, where only conifers regenerate).
In years to come, the rate of regeneration and rehabilitation processes will be studied. Forests and groves will be selectively thinned, in order to ensure their proper development, thereby minimizing the possibility of fire breaking out.

Existing firebreaks will be improved and new ones constructed around populated areas, picnic sites, and along peripheral roads. In the firebreak areas forest trees will be intensively thinned, conifers will be pruned to 4 meters, and the natural forest trees, pruned to half their height. As well, forest undergrowth, comprising shrubs, climber plants and resprouting trees, will be cleared out. The possibility of creating sterile firebreaks in high risk areas will be considered. Maintenance of firebreak areas will also be based on budgets provided by the government and local authorities whose territories border forests. New approaches to encouraging and increasing grazing in firebreak areas will also be explored. 
The remaining groups of trees that survived the fire will determine the look of the landscape in the first years of rehabilitation. These trees are liable to be attacked by harmful insects (bark beetles). Cost-effective decisions will be made as to how to protect these trees, based on the results of monitoring.

The great numbers of burned trees still standing may pose a hazard if they are allowed to remain. These trees may collapse, particularly after a second winter.  They are the fuel for future fires and hinder natural re-growth and planting in places that require such. A specific plan will be drafted to address this issue, taking into consideration the characteristics of the area's sub-units and those of the watershed. Masses of large trees will be removed with a minimum of damage to the natural regeneration and in strict accordance to land preservation rules.

KKL-JNF will upgrade the forests and picnic sites bordering on the charred areas to accommodate the needs of the public, used to enjoying the forests of Mount Carmel.
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