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Bringing Back the Green to the Carmel

"Quotes from the Fire"

"It was literally hell on earth"

""…a sight unlike anything I had ever seen since 1979, when I first began working in KKL-JNF". 

"I cannot overestimate the critical importance of these fire trucks, which were donated by friends of KKL-JNF from all over the world. If not for them, a lot more of the forest would have been destroyed. They were built according to our specifications, they carry a lot of water, and they can go places other fire engines can't. Thanks to them and to the dedication of the KKL-JNF workers, we were able to save some of the forest, for which I'm very grateful".
Michael Weinberger, KKL-JNF forest supervisor for the Western Galilee and Carmel Mountain 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
"…by far, the worst fire Israel has ever experienced".
"KKL-JNF was solely responsible for fighting the fire on the southern front".

"…but only the KKL-JNF foresters know every trail and road in the forest, every nook and cranny. 120 KKL-JNF foresters and supervisors came from all over Israel to participate in the firefighting effort, along with 12 large fire engines that were donated by friends of KKL-JNF throughout the world. KKL-JNF has taken a leadership position in forest firefighting in Israel, with an early warning system and observation towers at various strategic positions throughout its forests.

Dr. Omri Bonneh, director of KKL-JNF's Northern Region
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
"For us, every tree is like a baby…"

"The KKL-JNF fire trucks are definitely one of the many heroes of this saga"

Eran Etner, KKL-JNF forester [from the Negev] 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
"We need to rest, but none of us want to sleep, the forest is too precious for us".
Yossi Hamias, KKL-JNF forester
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

"This is the greatest ecological disaster in Israel's history"

"The festive planting events will continue for a whole week, instead of just one day as in most years, to enable us to plant new trees in place of the millions burned over the course of the year,”
Efi Stenzler, KKL-JNF World Chairman 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
"There was a moment when I thought, it's too much, let's just get out of here and save our lives, but I remembered the trees that I've worked with all my life and I couldn't abandon them." 

Yaakov Arak, KKL-JNF forester

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

"…disaster on a scale we have never seen before.”

"People have shown tremendous strength, divine heroism"
PM Benyamin Netanyahu

