[image: image1.jpg]% Partnershlp Slte Deveopmen

Division





Restoring the "green" to the Carmel
Appeared in "Ma'ayanay Hayeshu'ah", December 3, 2010
Israel Tauber, Forest Department Director at KKL, ran around incessantly from one fire location to another in the Carmel forests. He did so from the initial fire on Thursday noontime until all fires were extinguished a few days later. Tauber was close to the action but helpless in view of the fire's rapid progress. "I have been out there since Thursday", tells Tauber, "I have been with KKL for many years and, unfortunately, have seen many blazes. However, this one was different in a number of ways from any fire we had experienced in the past. It was different in its scope, intensity and character. The fire was ignited in one central location and developed very swiftly to create concurrently a few more centers of conflagration. This was unexpected. Such a fire creates its own internal weather system. The wind drafts created tossed branches to enormous distances thus creating new fire locations".
According to Tauber, the combination of severe winds and the dryness created due to the extended lack of rain brought about the spread of the blaze with great speed and ferocity. "Normally, a fire presents a single front", explains Tauber, "but here, there were several complex fronts. It was difficult to estimate in which direction the fire was going to advance. We tried to follow its course with the aid of a helicopter but the fire went wild in several locations".
In the extensive Carmel fire, 45,000 dunams of wood - approximately 5 million trees - went up in flames. Now, the various entities involved need to poise themselves correctly for the rehabilitation process of the Carmel that was severely devastated by the fire.

"The correct method is to wait, not move into action too speedily and to carefully plan the restoration process", emphasizes Tauber. "We have to work with nature, pray for rain and wait for natural regeneration. We don't need to hurry and replant new trees. The burnt area is very sensitive. There is much ash on the ground and the soil is affected severely as have been animals and reptiles. One needs to do the plantings very carefully and wait patiently for at least one year in areas that were burnt to the core".
One of the actions that KKL needs to undertake immediately is the felling of trees that were burnt and are standing blackened. They may collapse at any moment and pose danger, especially near communities.
How is forest rehabilitation to take place?

Pines do not regenerate from the trunk and thus, we need to cut them down", explains Tauber. "However, pines spread thousands of seeds in the burnt area and we believe that new trees will grow from them. In contrast, oaks and terebinths regenerate from the trunk and the root system. I am hopeful that they will succeed in rehabilitating themselves".

Following the intense flames, there are extensive areas where the fire consumed everything: trunks, root system, minerals and underground organic material. It will take a long time before we are able to plant trees.
"I sincerely hope ", sums up Tauber, "that all the involved entities will work jointly to bring about the restoration of the Carmel forests".

