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“The Evergreen Mountain”
Background on Mount Carmel:
The forests of Mount Carmel, bordering on the upper neighborhoods of Haifa, attract hundreds of thousands of visitors each year. The area offers vistas of green together with the blue Mediterranean beneath, while the forests are crossed by charming paths. The proximity of this treasure to Haifa and central Israel adds to its value as a unique green lung area. To preserve it as such, residents of Haifa and its environs have successfully resisted realtors' attempt to build projects on this national resource.
Mount Carmel is historically and spiritually significant to many religions. It is the center of the Baha'i faith and is extolled by the Druze, Moslems, Jews and Christians.  Indeed, it has a prominent place in Christian tradition through the Biblical Prophet Elijah, indelibly associated with the Carmel, as described in the Book of Kings 1, 18. Elijah is the primary saint of the Carmelites, a Catholic religious order founded in the 12th century. The Carmelites subsequently built their monastery on the highest natural point of the Carmel mountain range, above the site of Elijah's Cave. It was on the Carmel that Elijah performed the miracle of bringing down fire from heaven. 

The name “Carmel” appears many times in the Bible, in different contexts. Carmel is a synonym for beauty and splendor: “Your head is like Carmel” (Songs of Songs 7:6), and as a term for a fertile area, rich in vines and orchards: “And I brought you into a Carmel to eat the fruit thereof and the goodness thereof” (Jeremiah 2:7). Isaiah speaks of “the glory of his forest and of his Carmel” (Isaiah 10:18). It has been suggested the name was formed by combining the words “kerem” (vineyard) and “el” (God).
Mount Carmel has frequently overcome fires, overgrazing, and the felling of trees, surviving and flourishing as an ecological and historical treasure. The diverse geological formation of the mountain provides the foundation for a wide range of woods and forests. Bushes and geophytes bloom in spring, including rare species; fragrant herbs grow in the hilly terrain and the caves and cliffs hide archeological and prehistoric findings dating back to the earliest periods of human history.

The Carmel Mountains soar above the Mediterranean Sea along a strip from Caesarea in the south to Haifa in the north. A dense stripe in varying shades of green is cushioned on both sides by the sea and sky, in seeming competition as to which can provide the bluest of hues. The sandy coast adds a strip of gold to complete the picture; another highlight of Israel's landscapes.
The highest point along the Carmel ridge is only 546 meters (1,790 ft.) above sea level, but in contrast with the Mediterranean below, it is majestic; its steep ravines, descending to meet the sea, add to the dramatic effect. The combination of the ridge and its proximity to the sea has also created a moist microclimate.
The Carmel Forests have been planted and nurtured by KKL-JNF alongside natural brush and vegetation. In order to attract visitors to the area for leisure and educational activities, footpaths and forest roads have been built. Numerous picnic sites dot the forests, equipped with tables and leisure facilities. Signposted paths diverge from picnic sites and lead visitors to charming corners and vistas.
In addition to tending the KKL-JNF forests that lie outside the jurisdiction of the Israel Nature and Parks Authority, KKL-JNF uses its expertise, in coordination with the Authority, to help nurture the natural woodlands and to create a hospitable environment for visitors within the Authority's jurisdiction.
Greatest care is taken to ensure that activities in the area do not damage the nature and landscape. Scenic roads are carved with surgical precision, and equal care is taken when choosing the location of picnic sites, observation points, and in planning and signposting the area's numerous footpaths.
KKL-JNF works year-round to prevent fires on Mount Carmel, and to extinguish them when they break out. Our dedicated watchmen are stationed at the Ofer Observation Point and at Haifa University's Tower, on alert for fires deep in the forest. 
Ya'akov Arak, KKl-JNF forester in the Carmel area, explains that KKL-JNF is aware of the importance of this relatively small, natural area for the large population that uses it as a green lung, and, therefore, various forest management activities are vital to its sustenance.  
