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February 13, 2005

koteretResource-Eng
KKL-JNF Board of Directors

 Approves New Policies for Sustainability


On January 2005, the KKL-JNF board of directors approved a series of position papers, formalizing the institutional commitment towards sustainable development and environmental responsible activities.  A subcommittee of the board chaired by Dr. Alon Tal and Dr. Eilon Schwartz, environmental experts and activists spent over a year preparing a general policy on sustainability as well as guidelines for “sustainable forestry” and “sustainable river restoration.” Additional drafts are currently being prepared for KKL-JNF policies in the area of reservoirs and water management, public involvement and the right to know, and land conservation policies.

KKL-JNF World Chairman, Yehiel Leket called the adoption of the new policies a historic moment for the organization in its evolution, providing it with a pragmatic and balanced approach to conservation.  In presenting the policies, Tal and Schwartz emphasized that the policies are critical for the KKL-JNF if it wishes to assume a leadership role locally and internationally as an environmental institution.  The word in Hebrew for sustainability “kayamut” actually appears in the organization’s Hebrew name – Keren Kayemet, suggesting that the ethical assumptions, which emphasize present responsibilities to future generations in the new policies have always been part of the KKL philosophy.  In practice, the new policies are frequently a formal expression of practices that already exist in the field.  The following is a synopsis of the new policies.
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A Sustainable Policy for Today and for Future Generations

The general principles offer a general formula for balancing economics and ecology through synthesizing four essential concepts that define KKL-JNF’s vision of sustainability:

1) The Ecological Principle: KKL-JNF is committed to making sure that the fragile balance on which nature and biological diversity rely is maintained, allowing for sustained ecosystem services such as provision of clean air, water and fertile lands.

2) The Social Principle: Nature and ecosystems belong to the general publics who have a right to be involved in decisions affecting their future. Environmental degradation exacerbates social inequity and the effort to protect Israel’s environment can serve as a socially unifying force.

3) The Economic Principle: Economic activities in and around KKL-JNF forests and lands are important for supporting conservation activity. Utilization of natural resources should be based on exploiting the “interest” and not the “funds” provided by ecological systems for the good of the general public.

4) The Transgenerational Principle: KKL-JNF holds national lands and natural resources in trust not only for the present generations but also for those of the future.  KKL-JNF will continue to prevent their acquisition for private use designed solely for myopic, economic gains.

The document formally adopts such key principles as the “precautionary principle” which implies that in conditions of scientific uncertainty, the KKL-JNF will act proactively to prevent ecological damage.  In order to ensure public involvement, the organization makes a renewed commitment to operating in a transparent manner, reaching out to the public to inform and involve it in decision making.  The organization will also work to adopt formal, detailed policies and define performance indicators for evaluating the sustainability of its work, prepare environmental impact surveys for major projects and conduct general research to ensure KKL-JNF’s ecological integrity.  KKL-JNF further commits itself to adopting an internal policy of environmental responsibility in its acquisitions, transportation, waste disposal, etc.

KKL-JNF Forestry Policy: Diversified Forests That Provides Services to People

The 260 million trees planted by the KKL-JNF have transformed the landscape of Israel. Afforestation and preservation of woodlands provides recreational resources, trails, support for ecological systems and a critical mechanism for preserving the country’s dwindling open spaces.  Forests also provide economic opportunities for tourism and wood production, even as timber is not a major objective of KKL’s forestry program.  KKL’s four sustainability principles will be manifested in future afforestation activities accordingly:
1) The Ecological Principle: Biodiveristy or a diversified mix of indigenous tree species is axiomatic and constitutes the KKL-JNF’s central planting strategy. Lessons from the past have shown that monocultures are susceptible to pests and disease and the diversification is both aesthetically and ecologically essential.  KKL-JNF will try to continue to reduce any negative environmental impacts during the planting, including an upgraded commitment to integrated pest management and phase out of hazardous herbicides. 

2) The Social Principle: Full transparency of information and public participation in the planning of forests along with maximum accessibility of facilities to all sectors of the public constitute the key commitments in this context.

3) The Economic Principle: The KKL-JNF is positively inclined towards entrepreneurial, profit making ventures involving tourism-related activities including camping facilities within the forests.  At the same time, it is critical that these initiatives are compatible and harmonious with the environment and meet all relevant legal requirements.  

4) The Transgenerational Principle: Pursuant to National Masterplan 22 for Forestry, the KKL-JNF serves as a trustee for the open spaces of Israel.  In order for future generations to enjoy a healthy Israeli landscape, actions are required today. KKL-JNF forests are key resources that today’s generation needs to develop for future generations’ enjoyment. 
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Returning Life to Israel’s Rivers

The KKL-JNF sees the rivers of the land as a key landscape, social, tourist, historic, spiritual and ecological asset.  It is critical that KKL-JNF continues to work with its historic partners in rehabilitating Israel’s polluted and neglected streams and rivers for the public’s enjoyment and for the benefit of the natural world that relies on them.  Streams in Israel have always been an integral part of the local landscape and their restoration is a modern expression of the KKL-JNF’s historic role as redeemer of the land. 

1) The Ecological Principle: Abatement of pollutants in a stream’s watershed and ensuring adequate flow are the primary requirements for river restoration.  Subsequent activities include beautification work and development along the riverbanks. The KKL-JNF seeks to restore indigenous ecosystems to the extent possible in the country’s rivers, cognizant of the unique local conditions and carrying capacities.
2) The Social Principle: Rivers frequently are dominant forces in establishing the character of local communities, who need to be consulted and involved in strategic decisions regarding restoration activities.  As critical recreational resources and open spaces in crowded urban corridors, KKL-JNF seeks to maximize public access to the stream banks and establishment of recreational corridors along the country’s streams.

3) The Economic Principle: Economic returns from river restoration activities may take a while to emerge, but they are considerable, including increase in property values and tourism opportunities.  This is particularly true given the role of rivers in the traditions of the major religions that developed in Israel.  Restoration work also serves to reduce the economic damage from seasonal flooding.  

4) The Transgenerational Principle: In their natural condition before human impacts, Israel’s streams and rivers were pristine and supported rich habitats. KKL-JNF’s restoration activities seeks to bring these conditions back to local waters through natural processes which will not impose management interventions and costs on generations to come.
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For Articles, comments or use please contact


Ahuva Bar-Lev


KKL-JNF – Information and Publications


Email: � HYPERLINK mailto:Kesher@kkl.org.il ��ahuvab@kkl.org.il


�Phone: 972-2-6583354 Fax:972-2-6583493
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