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Beersheva Green Belt





Rationale





The rapid growth of the Be'er Sheva metropolis requires the development of green areas enhancing the quality of life for residents in this beautiful but arid section of Israel. Green belts are important in any modern urban area, but they are of special importance in the desert, where they can help combat patterns of desertification. The objective is not to create a dense forest in the European or North American model, but to create a green environment appropriate to the desert. This approach is known as savannization and employs such techniques as planting trees in limans (depressions in which surface runoff collects), building dams to store floodwaters and terraces to prevent erosion. The tree species used in this project are adapted to harsh desert conditions. 





 


Donation Impact  





Your support for the Green Belt in the Desert project will enhance the environment and the quality of life in and around the growing metropolis of Be'er Sheva. You will be a partner in one of the most exciting areas of research and practical work in the KKL-JNF: the development of savannization as a tool for rehabilitating eroded soils and preventing further erosion. This research also has significant implications for desert agriculture techniques which Israel exports to countries where farming has the potential to prevent starvation. 








Recognition





An appropriate means of recognition is available.








Project Status: In Progress
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Project Description





Since 1985, KKL-JNF has been working to develop a green belt around the growing metropolis of Be'er Sheva in the Negev. Planting is currently underway in the northwest section of the city. To date, over 6250 acres (2500 hectares) of green areas have been planted; by 2018, this area is expected to be doubled. The trees planted include a mixture of eucalyptus (forty percent) and broad-leaved trees such as plum, carob, acacia, and terebinth. The development of the green belt includes the rejuvenation and rehabilitation of existing forested areas (in Be'er Sheva Park and Hatserim) as well as planting in new plots.





Location





The Be'er Sheva Green Belt is planned around the city of Be'er Sheva in the northern Negev. Current planting is mainly to the northwest of the city.





Project Goals





To promote the ecological wellbeing of the area and combat patterns of desertification.





To provide a green belt area for residents of Be'er Sheva and the surrounding area including facilities for recreation and leisure.





To secure land ownership in the area and prevent unauthorized use of land.
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