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Kefar Tavor Park








Neve Ilan 


Sustainable Orchard





Rationale





This is a flagship project providing an ecological, educational and forestry model for existing orchards around the country and for promoting the use of native trees. These trees appear in the Bible and other Jewish sources over the centuries and are manifested in song, prose, and prophecy. They were planted on a ridge with one of the most beautiful views in the country, overlooking the Jerusalem Hills and the coastal plain, and blend in with the traditional landscape around them. The trees require careful attention in order to withstand the summer heat, soil erosion, and fires. Many residents of the area depend on tourism for their livelihood. Neve Ilan Forest hosts conferences, heritage tours, nature and art events, jeep rides and other programs. Open-air sculptures in various locations illustrate the inspiration the beautiful landscape can provide. The orchard enhances these attractions and supports the sustainable economic and ecological development of the area. 








Donation Impact  





Your support for developing and maintaining the orchards near Neve Ilan will help strengthen a unique component of the forest, enhancing the touring experience in the Jerusalem Hills. Only proper care can ensure these orchards continue to thrive and provide the perfect environment for rest, observation and study. By contributing to this project you are also enabling the hands-on encounter with a wide range of indigenous trees will strengthen the visitors' bond with the human heritage of this beautiful part of Israel. 








Recognition





An appropriate means of donor recognition is available.








Project Status: Partially Complete











Project Description





In 1996-7 KKL-JNF planted an orchard of native Israeli fruit trees on a ridge west of Neve Ilan in the Jerusalem Hills (pomegranates, olives, figs, almonds, and walnuts). The orchards form part of the program to rehabilitate the forest in the area following a devastating fire in 1995, and were planted along stone terraces, some ancient and others constructed by KKL-JNF. Forest and native broad-leaved species were also planted, including various oaks, Atlantic pistachio and strawberry tree. All the trees are indigenous, creating a diverse array of colors and forms through the changing seasons. KKL-JNF continues to maintain these orchards in order to ensure the health of the trees and support the forest as a large green lung between two large urban areas. Apart from planting, the work also includes tending to the soil, pruning the trees, renovating ancient agricultural terraces, and upgrading a 3-kilometer section of road in order to improve access to the area for visitors.





Location





The orchards are situated west of Neve Ilan, between two forest roads in the area, and can be reached from route 1, the Tel Aviv-Jerusalem highway.





Project Goals





To allow the many visitors coming to the area for hikes, views and artistic events in nature to enjoy another unique feature of the area.





To expose visitors to indigenous Israeli trees and the traditional terrace-based agriculture that flourished in the Land of Israel.





To diversify the trees in the forest, enhancing its ecological value and its esthetic appearance.











Rationale of the Project:





Parks come in all shapes and sizes. Some are large landscape complexes involving varied scenery and offering diverse recreational opportunities. Others are small, intimate, community leisure areas. But they all have one thing in common - providing people with convenient access to nature and tranquility in a world growing busier and more crowded from day to day. In small, rural communities KKL parks are meeting places for families, where adults can relax at the end of a hard days work as their children play nearby.





KKL is active in creating all types of parks, every one carefully planned and designed with the utmost consideration for the natural environment. Each park typically centers on one or more themes relating to Israel's natural or cultural heritage. The KKL park at Kefar Tavor, Ma'ayan Park, was inaugurated as part of Kefar Tavor's 95th anniversary celebrations. The park surrounds the historic Mes'ha spring ("ma'ayan" in Hebrew), for which Kefar Tavor was originally named.





What Difference Can Your Contribution Make:





By contributing to the park at Kefar Tavor you are improving the quality of life for local residents by providing them with a park where adults and children can meet and play in a congenial environment. Over the years as the spring flowed unused a small marsh developed around it that unfortunately became a hothouse for mosquitoes. Your donation will help solve the problem in an ecologically sound manner. The historic spring is now a stunning focus for the park and the surplus water deriving from this source is used for watering the park trees and flowers. The site, once intended for use as an industrial area due to its unpleasant character is now a lush green spot offering Kefar Tavor residents a variety of enjoyable attractions. 





Recognition:





An appropriate means of donor recognition is available.
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