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Rationale of the Project:





Parks come in all shapes and sizes. Some are large landscape complexes involving varied scenery and offering diverse recreational opportunities. Others are small, intimate, community leisure areas. But they all have one thing in common - providing people with convenient access to nature and tranquility in a world growing busier and more crowded from day to day. In small, rural communities KKL parks are meeting places for families, where adults can relax at the end of a hard days work as their children play nearby.





KKL is active in creating all types of parks, every one carefully planned and designed with the utmost consideration for the natural environment. Each park typically centers on one or more themes relating to Israel's natural or cultural heritage. The KKL park at Kefar Tavor, Ma'ayan Park, was inaugurated as part of Kefar Tavor's 95th anniversary celebrations. The park surrounds the historic Mes'ha spring ("ma'ayan" in Hebrew), for which Kefar Tavor was originally named.





What Difference Can Your Contribution Make:





By contributing to the park at Kefar Tavor you are improving the quality of life for local residents by providing them with a park where adults and children can meet and play in a congenial environment. Over the years as the spring flowed unused a small marsh developed around it that unfortunately became a hothouse for mosquitoes. Your donation will help solve the problem in an ecologically sound manner. The historic spring is now a stunning focus for the park and the surplus water deriving from this source is used for watering the park trees and flowers. The site, once intended for use as an industrial area due to its unpleasant character is now a lush green spot offering Kefar Tavor residents a variety of enjoyable attractions. 





Recognition:





An appropriate means of donor recognition is available.
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Rationale





Lake Agmon, in the center of the Hula Valley in the Galilee panhandle region, is the flagship KKL-JNF project in the north of Israel. The lake occupies part of the area once covered by the original Hula Lake, which was drained in the 1950s. The Hula region is an area of great natural beauty, a focus of ornithological interest on an international level, and a potential tourist attraction that can play a pivotal role in revitalizing the entire north of Israel.  Due to its importance, the Hula has always been at the top of Israel’s agricultural, economic and environmental agenda.  During the 1950s, the goal was to dry the Hula swamps in order to combat malaria and create much-needed agricultural land. More recently, the need has been recognized to balance this approach with the opportunity to recreate the rich ecosystem that once flourished in the region, and to develop eco-tourism and other economic projects appropriate for the twenty-first century. Regulating the flow of water through the area is a vital component of the Hula Valley Project, creating the physical landscape that serves as the backdrop for the development of flourishing flora and fauna and the development of leisure and eco-tourism activities in the area. 








Donation Impact  





The leading role of KKL-JNF in shaping the physical map of Israel is nowhere more evident than in the Hula.  A previous generation of devoted KKL-JNF workers, with the support of friends from around the world, led the project to drain the Hula swamps.  In the 1980s, KKL-JNF was a leading partner in the Hula Restoration Project.  By contributing to the Western Water Channel, you will become part of the chain of support that has painted Israel green, responding in each generation to new challenges and needs on the unchanging basis of love for the Land of Israel, for its flora and fauna and for all those who live in and visit the country. 








Recognition





An appropriate means of recognition is available.








Project Status: Complete
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Recognition:





An appropriate means of donor recognition is available.
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Project Description





The Hula Valley was reflooded in the 1990s in order to revive the ecosystem that once flourished in the area. Lake Agmon is bordered on the east and west by channels that carry water from the Jordan River into Lake Kinneret. The western water channel carries low-grade water from the western side of the valley in a closed pipe to a reservoir for agricultural use in the hill farming communities overlooking the valley. This prevents the pollution of Lake Kinneret with contaminated water from sewage spills, fishpond drainage, peat water and other contaminants. Engineering work includes drainage pipes and ditches, as well as the installation of an electromechanical monitoring system. Sediments have been cleared from the channel, improving the quality of the water and turning the area into a tourism route.





Location





The western water channel, to the west of Lake Agmon, approximately ten kilometers south of Qiryat Shemona.





Project Goals





To prevent pollution of Lake Kinneret.





To grade water for irrigating fields in the surrounding farming communities.





To develop eco-tourism in the Upper Galilee.
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