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KKL HULA – EFFECT
The Hula Valley
The Hula Valley is one of the most unique regions in northern Israel. Lush, green fields are interspersed throughout the valley surrounded by imposing mountains on the east and the west. The striking black basalt hills south of the valley slowed down the flow of rain and melted snow from Mt. Hermon, creating historic Lake Hula and its surrounding wetlands, which served as a filter for the water flowing into Lake Kinneret (the Sea of Galilee).

People have been living in the Hula Valley since prehistoric times, but for hundreds of years there were no permanent settlements in the valley, until the late 19th century when Zionist settlers established the first farming village in the valley, Yesud HaMa’ala.
Plants and animals thrived in the flourishing, green wetlands making the Hula a naturalist’s paradise. Life for people, however, was unbearable because of the deadly Anopheles mosquito, which spread malaria through the valley. Yesud HaMa’ala was hit especially hard, and no other Jewish communities were established in the valley for many years. Nevertheless, when the new State of Israel was founded there were twelve Jewish settlements in the valley.
Still, settling the Hula Valley remained complex – lack of suitable soil for farming made living off the land difficult. In the 1950s, with massive support from KKL-JNF friends worldwide, in one of the greatest engineering achievements of its time, KKL-JNF drained the swamps. For thirty years agriculture flourished, malaria was gone and the valley prospered.
In time, however, new problems arose. Much of the soil was only partially suited to farming, and materials washed down from the valley into Lake Kinneret reduced its water quality, threatening Israel’s main source of drinking water.
In the 1980s KKL-JNF led the founding members of the Hula Restoration Project in formulating a rehabilitation program for the valley, centering on Lake Agmon, created by re-flooding the valley. Careful planning and implementing the newest land management concepts have transformed the site once again into a haven for birds, a must for ecotourists and most important, restored the vital filtering process for Lake Kinneret.
Impact

You can't argue with success, and what a success Lake Agamon and the Hula have become. Over the past three years, the site has already attracted some 200,000 visitors a year. These 200,000 visitors come in all kinds of shapes and sizes. These include both foreign and domestic tourists, groups of children, groups of adolescents, groups of soldiers, groups of students, adult groups, family groups, visitors with disabilities – both individuals and groups, senior citizens and pensioners, professional groups – including ecologists, ornithologists and agricultural experts, families on outings rather than on organized tours, and individuals and groups on outings rather than as part of organized tours. The bottom-line impact of the program is best captured by one of its visitors, "This is a marvelous place. You have no idea. Thousands of cranes take off in the morning, all of a sudden a raptor appears, a fighting hawk dives, picking up a lapwing or a teal. I see groups come all the time, and I see them when they leave. Nobody sees the profusion and the tranquility here and remains unchanged. No chance someone can remain unmoved by it."
