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KKL HULA - UNUSUAL

The Hula Valley

The Hula Valley is one of the most unique regions in northern Israel. Lush, green fields are interspersed throughout the valley surrounded by imposing mountains on the east and the west. The striking black basalt hills south of the valley slowed down the flow of rain and melted snow from Mt. Hermon, creating historic Lake Hula and its surrounding wetlands, which served as a filter for the water flowing into Lake Kinneret (the Sea of Galilee).

People have been living in the Hula Valley since prehistoric times, but for hundreds of years there were no permanent settlements in the valley, until the late 19th century when Zionist settlers established the first farming village in the valley, Yesud HaMa’ala. 
Plants and animals thrived in the flourishing, green wetlands making the Hula a naturalist’s paradise. Life for people, however, was unbearable because of the deadly Anopheles mosquito, which spread malaria through the valley. Yesud HaMa’ala was hit especially hard, and no other Jewish communities were established in the valley for many years. Nevertheless, when the new State of Israel was founded there were twelve Jewish settlements in the valley. 
Still, settling the Hula Valley remained complex – lack of suitable soil for farming made living off the land difficult. In the 1950s, with massive support from KKL-JNF friends worldwide, in one of the greatest engineering achievements of its time, KKL-JNF drained the swamps. For thirty years agriculture flourished, malaria was gone and the valley prospered.
In time, however, new problems arose. Much of the soil was only partially suited to farming, and materials washed down from the valley into Lake Kinneret reduced its water quality, threatening Israel’s main source of drinking water. 
In the 1980s KKL-JNF led the founding members of the Hula Restoration Project in formulating a rehabilitation program for the valley, centering on Lake Agmon, created by re-flooding the valley. Careful planning and implementing the newest land management concepts have transformed the site once again into a haven for birds, a must for ecotourists and most important, restored the vital filtering process for Lake Kinneret.
Unusual

In the words of Chen Peles: A young potter, born in Tel Aviv, now living in Kibbutz Hulata, Chen studied art at the region's Tel Hai College, and also studied at Bezalel Academy of Art and Design. She and a friend, potter Liat Ben-Adiva from Kiryat Shemona, have a pottery studio located in a structure at the entrance to the re-flooded Hula lake, known as "the entryway" where they sell their work:

"We create, display, and sell mainly sets of cups, bowls, and pitchers – our own work and that of our teachers Sidney and Joan.  The story of pottery here in the Hula Valley is their story, one of creativity, professionalism, aesthetics, human and artistic openness, country-style art, a connection to nature, friendship, mutual support, an open house, and continuity.
Sidney, who was born in Canada, and Joan, from Norway, are a couple of artists who have lived for years in Yesud HaMa'ala. They teach pottery at Tel Hai College. They are gifted and good people. They allow their students living or staying in the area to work in their studio in Yesud HaMa'ala. 
After my studies at Tel Hai College and Bezalel, I decided to continue living here in the valley. I now live in Hulata. Liat and I started a studio together at the Dobrovin Farm, where we rent space. Here, at the entryway, next to the pottery on display, we installed a potter's wheel and a small oven to be used by children visiting the site, as well as by whoever's turn it is to be here to sell. We work with the children who visit the site. We give out small clay pitchers and they paint on them, and take home what they create.
Liat paints birds on her work. Her art is directly connected to nature here. For me, inspiration comes without any control. Clearly, there are elements in my work that also come from here. This set, for example, has the blue of the sky, the green of the field, and the brown of the earth. And I create most of my work from cloth onto which I spread out the clay, which gives it a texture of raised strips. What is that, if not the furrows of the fields of the kibbutzim and moshavim next to the lake? Sidney creates country-style pottery mainly in earth tones.
People don't buy pottery often. But the prices are not high. We have a kind of ideology – a cup should not be more than NIS 25. If someone wants another kind of vessel, they have to pay more.
I am very connected to this place. Hardly a day goes by that I don't take my bike and peddle out here. I enjoy it and it inspires me. I'll probably name my son after a bird. Being in the entryway connects me to the nature here. There's no intermediary. It's very hot or very cold. You can see the colors reflected from outside. The birds are landing. It comes at you from all directions."
