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"I promise you, my little girl, 

That this will be the last war." Haim Hefer

(quotation from a poem by Haim Hefer, himself a veteran of the War of Independence, written after the Yom Kippur War of 1973.)

The cease-fire implemented on August 5th coincided with Tisha B'Av and augurs the end of the war.  

Operation Protective Edge- from July 8, 2014 to August 5, 2014:
Number of deaths: 64 soldiers and 4 civilians 

Number of injured: 639 civilians

Number of rocket attacks from Gaza : 3,356

Our hearts go out to the bereaved families. 

We send wishes for a speedy recovery to the injured.

"Civilians on the Front Line: KKL-JNF Is There for Them"

As the security situation worsened, two days before Israel launched Operation Protective Edge, we opened the "Civilians on the Front Line: KKL-JNF Is There for Them" section on the Partnership Site with material to support your fundraising work, including projects for donation, maps, photos, clips, KKL-JNF world offices' campaigns, presentations and more; everything you need to create your campaigns in a short time and promote donations. The section continues to be updated daily and mailings have been sent out on an average of five per week.

KKL-JNF countries began launching campaigns on July 13,2014. All the countries' campaigns made good use of materials from the special section.

Rising to the occasion, KKL-JNF Friends worldwide have made life-saving and spirit raising projects for the people of the southern region possible. 

Thanks to you:

203 bomb shelters are being installed at schools, playgrounds, parks, and shopping places, providing real-time safety and enabling residents to continue some semblance of daily life. Regional and local councils receiving bomb shelters: Bnei Shimon, Sdot Negev, Merhavim, Sha'ar HaNegev, Shafir, and the communities of Ofakim, Gan Yavne, Sderot, Naveh, Bnei Netsarim, Shlumit, Yeroham, Rahat, Hura, Segev-Shalom, Beit Lahia, Kiryat Gat, Omer, Be'er Sheva, and Gilat-KKL-JNF offices in the south.

2,500 children and their families have gone north for respite and leisure in the open air far from the line of fire. KKL-JNF Field & Forest Education Centers at Lavi and Tsipori, have hosted them for single days or weekends. There, children are engaged in educational activities led by KKL-JNF Youth & Education Division counselors.

10,000 children in bomb shelters have been provided with fun and educational activities led by KKL-JNF counselors. 
2,000 hygiene kits have been sent to soldiers in combat (Artillery Corps, Armor Corps, Golani Brigade, Nahal Brigade, and Combat Engineering Corps).
Campaigns were also held for projects that directly impact the people who live on the Gaza border and in the western Negev:
8739   -   Kibbutz Zikim – Tourism Complex (Australia)

12279 -   An Impressive Welcome to Northwestern Negev Communities (UK)

8839   -   Sderot – Sapir Academic College – Amphitheater (Germany)

8959   -   Nir Moshe Forest – Negev Development (Switzerland)

12076 -   Kfar Aza - Entranceway (Germany)
12618 -   Facilities for Women Soldiers at IDF Base in the South (Mexico) 

11975 -   ALEH Negev Rehabilitative Village – Outdoor Activity Centers (Germany, Belgium, Canada)

12072 -   Kibbutz Sa'ad – Da'at School – Environmental Landscaping (Australia)
11636 -   Kibbutz En Hashlosha – Entrance Park (Uruguay)

9077   -   Gilat – The Lookout Park (Belgium)

11931 -   Sderot – Ezra Le'Marpeh Medical Rehabilitation Center (Australia)  

12078 -   Telmei Yosef –Landscape Development (Belgium, France)
KKL-JNF world offices have demonstrated solidarity and cooperation, affirming that KKL-JNF is attune to the needs of the country and acts accordingly. Our success can be attributed to setting clear goals, cooperative work, and sharing material.

The mission is not yet over. Even during this difficult period, southern regional council heads have asked KKL-JNF for support in long-term projects. 

Link to a list of available projects on the Gaza Border and the western Negev.

In addition, during the war, many KKL-JNF sites were damaged: agricultural-security roads, agricultural fields and forest sites. We will keep you updated with details on these.

May we be blessed with continued quiet.

