KKL-JNF: Supporting Disadvantaged Populations (2016)
The thought that a society is judged by how it treats its most vulnerable members is sobering in a world that champions the ethos of prowess, whether physical or intellectual. It reminds us of our responsibility towards the people among us who suffer from some type of disadvantage, a generic term that includes populations excluded from full participation in the public, social arena.
The World Health Organization's International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF), proposes a variety of conceptual models to understand and explain disability, one of which is the social adapted model. According to this model, "although a person’s disability poses some limitations in an able-bodied society, often the surrounding society and environment are more limiting than the disability itself". This perspective would suggest that disability is a result of exclusion from society, rather than an inherent impairment. Seen in this light, it seems only natural that we create environments that are inclusive for all. In Israel, KKL-JNF has been at the vanguard of making its parks, forests and sites throughout Israel accessible to all as well as ensuring accessibility to and around institutions and facilities for various disadvantaged populations.  In addition to implementing the principles of universal design in its projects, KKL-JNF develops landscapes around health facilities, institutions and homes for life with the unique and appropriate play equipment and fixtures designed particularly for children with special needs.    
According to a report published by the Myers-JDC-Brookdale Institute Disabilities Research Center (2012), surveys indicate that some 800,000 people in Israel of working age have a disability, of which about 5 percent (220,000 people), are severely disabled. Included in these statistics are IDF veterans. The number of children in Israel with congenital or hereditary disabilities or those incurred from injury is estimated at about 220,000 (about 8.5 percent).

The disadvantaged populations under discussion herein include pervasive developmental disorders (PDD), such as autism; physical and sensory impairments such as infantile paralysis, cerebral palsy and muscular dystrophy and blindness; and multiple cognitive and physical disabilities. Youth-at-risk is included in the category of people who are socially disadvantaged. Among Israel's more than 2 million children and youth, some 344,000 are identified as "at-risk".  The term, which has gained increasing currency in the last years, is used to describe youngsters who are presently or potentially vulnerable, whether physically, emotionally and/or spiritually. These youth, currently within an educational framework, experience difficulties that may lead to school leaving and even ending up on the streets, causing harm to themselves and society.  The apparent causes for being "at-risk" may be due to a number of factors exacerbated by the challenges of adolescence. 
In its capacity of landscape development and creating green and protective outdoor environments KKL-JNF is partner to facilities in which youth-at-risk can receive quality education, enjoy a supportive environment, learn social skills, develop resilience and reintegrate into society as healthy, functioning citizens.

KKL-JNF Forests and Parks for All
For many years now, the role of the natural outdoors in healing and well-being has been researched and found therapeutic for people with physical and mental disabilities; the environment serving not only as a setting but also a catalyst for health. Synonymous with Israel's forests, KKL-JNF develops forests and urban parks – green lungs for congested and arid regions – within communities and adjacent to them, where people can take respite from city life, finding balance in nature and, thereby, reducing stress-induced disease. For most of us, a walk in a forest or park is taken for granted, but for people with disabilities, particularly those who are wheel-chair bound, every stone, however small, a too-narrow passage or sudden incline, are daunting and even dangerous obstacles. KKL-JNF has been at the vanguard in creating accessible sites in accordance with the detailed standards and comprehensive guidelines of inclusive or universal design, and KKL-JNF strives to upgrade more veteran forests and open spaces so that every member of society can enjoy and benefit from them. This process includes creating wheelchair accessible trails, appropriate technology and trails for people with visual and hearing impairments, accessible play equipment and structures, picnic areas and tables, and lavatory facilities. All these will also provide parents of and families with disabled children, as well as caregivers of adults with disabilities, the opportunity to engage together in nature, leaving no one out. 
Examples of inclusive nature sites are the Ilanot Forest – Botanical Garden and the world renowned Hula Lake Park, full of the wonders of nature. The Hula Lake Park accessible trails are also used for handicapped-cycling. In addition, people who are blind and deaf are provided with technologies that enhance the Hula experience for them. A project that encourages independent exploration for the blind and visually impaired in nature is the special footpath KKL-JNF created in the Ben Shemen forest, enabling the blind to hike on their own, surrounded by scented herbs and explanatory signage in Braille with relief drawings of the area's flora and archeological findings. At Nahal HaShofet and other KKL-JNF stream sites, forest walking trails incorporate the stimulation of senses along streams to enable people with disabilities to hear and touch the water. 

KKL-JNF Landscape Development for People with Disabilities 
KKL-JNF's various landscape development projects throughout Israel contribute to creating both esthetic environments and those conducive to health. These projects include schools and residences for people with special needs, such as Shehafim – Regional School for Special Education in the Upper Galilee, ALUT (Israeli Society for Autistic Children) throughout Israel, ILAN (Israel Foundation for Handicapped Children), ALYN Hospital (Pediatric and Adolescent Rehabilitation Center), in Jerusalem, and the rehabilitative village of ALEH Negev-Nahalat Eran. As well, landscape projects for hospitals are created, such as the Wellness Path at Afula's Beit HaEmek Medical Center, that at the Meir Medical Center in Kfar Sava and the therapeutic garden and new wing for mental health at Jerusalem's Herzog Hospital, among other therapeutic facilities. 
Green areas at these facilities are an integral part of healing. KKL-JNF studies the special needs of each, respective population, its interests and safety concerns and then creates attractive, green playgrounds, yards and other environments for wellness. KKL-JNF also identifies the needs not met by the state or other bodies and fills those gaps. As an organization which stands by Israel and for Israel, KKL-JNF is committed to undertake these projects, with the professionalism to implement them in the best possible way. 

KKL-JNF for Youth-at-Risk
KKL-JNF is invested in the green development of schools, youth villages and other outdoor and environmental projects for youth-at-risk. At Yemin Orde, at the foot of Mt. Carmel, KKL-JNF is developing a perimeter road that ensures students' safety, while serving as a promenade.  At Nir HaEmek Youth Village near Afula, KKL-JNF established an ecological garden for environmental studies. KKL-JNF created the Timrat single trail together with youngsters from the Neve Amiel Youth Village, landscaped around the Ashkelon Day Center for Youth-at-Risk and developed a therapeutic riding manège at Kfar Zoharim in the Elah Valley, a residence for youngsters who have dropped out of school are alienated from their families. These are among the projects for youth-at-risk that encourage engagement with nature, promote psychological and physical well-being and inculcate a love and responsibility for the environment.

KKL-JNF Educational Projects for Disadvantaged Children and Youth
Educational activities for special needs children and youth have been designed by the KKL-JNF Education and Youth Department, whose outreach programs include special education frameworks, children affected by terrorism, children living with cancer, and others. These tailor-made programs are developed to meet the needs and capabilities of each, respective group. Because forests offer ample opportunity for using all the senses in experiencing and learning about the environment, tree planting is a particularly popular component of these activities. Whenever possible, groups of special needs youngsters visiting KKL-JNF sites are integrated with other groups, including all and helping to break down stereotypes. In addition, the Education and Youth Department has created MAOF projects for new olim and youth in the periphery, many youth-at-risk, who receive an educational boost through eco-Zionist, informal enrichment activities. Green Dream [Halom Yarok] is a more recently developed, social-environmental education initiative tailored to the unique needs of Ethiopian olim at absorption centers in northern Israel. 
