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"Ten measures of beauty descended to the world, nine were taken by Jerusalem"
(Talmud: Kiddushin 49b). 

Whoever did not see Jerusalem in its days of glory, never saw a beautiful city in their life (Talmud: Succah 51b).
"'Eternity' - this refers to Jerusalem" (Talmud: Berachot 58a). 


"To what does "In the city of Gold" refer? To the Golden Jerusalem (crown) like that that Rabbi Akiva made for his wife" (Talmud: Shabbat 59a). 


"The trees of Jerusalem were of cinnamon, but when it was destroyed, they were hidden away' (Talmud: Shabbat 63a). 

"Jerusalem will only be redeemed through [the merit of giving] charity" 
(Talmud: Shabbat 139a).
"Each and every acacia tree that the gentiles removed from Jerusalem will be restored to it by the Holy One, Blessed be He, in the future" 
(Talmud: Rosh Hashana 23a).
"Jerusalem is like a city that people are friendly together - A city in which all [the people of] Israel are friends when the tribes ascend there for the pilgrimage"
(Talmud Yerushalmi: Hagiga 3).
“For three thousand years, Jerusalem has been the center of Jewish hope and longing. No other city has played such a dominant role in the history, culture, religion and consciousness of a people as has Jerusalem in the life of Jewry and Judaism. Throughout centuries of exile, Jerusalem remained alive in the hearts of Jews everywhere as the focal point of Jewish history, the symbol of ancient glory, spiritual fulfillment and modern renewal. This heart and soul of the Jewish people engenders the thought that if you want one simple word to symbolize all of Jewish history, that word would be ‘Jerusalem.’”  — Teddy Kollek, Jerusalem, (DC: Washington Institute For Near East Policy, 1990), pp. 19-20.

“Without Jerusalem, the land of Israel is as a body without a soul.” — Elhanan Leib Lewinsky (1857-1910), Hebrew writer and Zionist leader.
“No city in the world, not even Athens or Rome, ever played as great a role in the life of a nation for so long a time, as Jerusalem has done in the life of the Jewish people.”  David Ben-Gurion, 1947

“In the din and tumult of the age, the still small voice of Jerusalem remains our only music.” Israel Zangwill, 1921

"One prayer in Jerusalem is worth 40,000 elsewhere."  Islamic Saying

"As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the LORD surrounds His people from this time forth and forever" (Psalms 125:2).
"If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget its skill! If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth-- if I do not exalt Jerusalem above my chief joy."  (Psalms 137:5-6).
"I returned to Jerusalem, and it is by virtue of Jerusalem that I have written all that God has put into my heart and into my pen."  Shmuel Y. Agnon
"The view of Jerusalem is the history of the world; it is more, it is the history of earth and of heaven."  Benjamin Disraeli
