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Civilians on the Front Line: KKL-JNF Is There for Them
Summary: Fruits of KKL-JNF Worldwide Cooperation
Operation Protective Edge, Summer 2014
No longer in the periphery, the communities on the Gaza border have taken center stage in our hearts and minds. We were privy to their daily struggles in the face of incessant rocket fire and threat of infiltration and shared their grief. The image of Daniel, the delightful four-year-old whose life was extinguished by a mortar attack on a border kibbutz, cannot be erased from our memories. So too, the faces, names and stories of the seventy-two young men who lost their lives in battle will not be forgotten. 
After fifty days of Operation Protective Edge, calm has descended on the south, but the challenges facing the region continue. In addition to the destruction of lives and property, many KKL-JNF sites were damaged, including agricultural-security roads, agricultural fields, groves and forests.  
The solidarity and cooperation demonstrated by KKL-JNF Friends worldwide during the operation was outstanding, affirming that KKL-JNF is attune to the needs of the country and acts accordingly. Responding immediately at the outset of Operation Protective Edge, KKL-JNF countries initiated innovative emergency campaigns, raising funds for life-saving and morale boosting projects. In the heat of the conflict, solidarity missions from the U.S.A., Canada, Belgium and Luxembourg arrived in Israel, visiting Gaza border communities. More missions continue to arrive in solidarity with and support of the people in the south. Soldiers, children, mayors, and heads of local and regional councils expressed their heartfelt gratitude for all our efforts and involvement.

Life-saving and morale boosting projects
Responding to the urgent needs presented by mayors and heads of councils from the south at meetings held with KKL-JNF senior management KKL-JNF in Israel and its Friends worldwide made the following projects possible for the people of the southern region during Operation Protective Edge.     
209 bomb shelters installed at schools, public areas and open spaces, providing safety and enabling residents to continue a semblance of daily life. The regional and local councils that received bomb shelters: Bnei Shimon, Sdot Negev, Eshkol, Hof Eshkalon, Merhavim, Sha'ar HaNegev, Shafir; the cities and towns of Netivot, Ofakim, Gan Yavne, Sderot, Yeroham, Kiryat Gat, Omer, Be'er Sheva; the KKL-JNF Gilat offices in the south; the Halutsiot communities: Nave, Bene Netsarim, Shlomit; and the Bedouin towns of Rahat, Hura, Segev Shalom, and Lakiya. 
2,500 children and their families went north for respite and leisure in the open air, far from the line of fire. KKL-JNF Field & Forest Education Centers at Lavi and Tsipori and the Municipality of Ma'alot-Tarshiha hosted them for single days or weekends. There, children were engaged in educational activities led by KKL-JNF Youth & Education Division counselors. The children came from Sderot, Netivot, Be'er Sheva, Kiryat Gat, Ofakim, Ashdod, Yeroham, Be'er Tuvia, Yavne, Gan Yavne, Bene Ayish and the regional councils of Hof Ashkelon, Eshkol, Merhavim, Shafir, Bene Shimon, Sdot Negev, and Sha'ar HaNegev.  
10,000 children cooped up in bomb shelters were provided with fun and educational activities led by KKL-JNF counselors.

 2,000 hygiene kits were sent to soldiers in combat (Artillery Corps, Armor Corps, Golani Brigade, Nahal Brigade, and Combat Engineering Corps).

Long-term projects

Campaigns worldwide were held for long term projects that affect the people on the Gaza border and western Negev, in addition to those directly involved with Operation Protective Edge. These included: Green landscaping and the development of entranceways of Kfar Aza and sixteen additional communities in the northwestern Negev; landscape development of communities such as Talme Yosef; environmental landscape development at elementary schools and academic institutions, such as the amphitheater at the Sapir Academic College in Sderot and the Da'at School at Kibbutz Sa'ad; landscape development at the Ezra Le'Marpeh Medical Rehabilitation Center in Sderot and the ALEH Negev Rehabilitative Village near Ofakim; development of forests and parks, projects for tourism at Kibbutz Zikim, Nir Moshe, Gilat, and Kibbutz En Hashlosha; and landscaping development at IDF bases in the south, including facilities for women soldiers.

With hope for a peaceful future 
Seventy Two Squills / Michael Ben Abu 

The squills are blossoming early this year        

during the flaming hot summer as furnace.

Seventy two squills are set on fire in the eternal flame,       

that is consuming the soul,                             

burning forever their memory into our hearts                         

paining us with their short flowering time and their departure.  

In memory of the 72 fallen Israeli soldiers, Operation Protective Edge, Summer 2014.
	
	


Hebrew poem written and translated by Michael Ben-Abu, Director, Israel Fundraising Department
[Caption under "THANK YOU" photo:]

Among the expressions of gratitude from soldiers, children, mayors, and head of local and regional councils.
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