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Arazim Valley Park Streambed Rehabilitation





Rationale





Jerusalem is a growing metropolis that now has a population of 700,000. Arazim Valley, which was once far from the city limits, is now surrounded by city neighborhoods and suburbs. With time the cultivated groves in the valley were abandoned and the traditional terraces were damaged by winter floods and urban runoff. Illegal trash dumping transformed the area into an eyesore and rehabilitating the valley has become a major element in the development of the Jerusalem Ring Park. As always KKL-JNF is developing the park to blend in with the natural environment. The park will serve as divide between built-up areas and open spaces which preserve the historical character of the Jerusalem Hills. The rehabilitation of Nahal Sorek in Arazim Valley Park will create a linear belt featuring indigenous trees and typical orchard agriculture that flourished in the area. The combination of restoration and recreational development will make this a hydrological and scenic project for the benefit of everyone visiting the park. 








Donation Impact  





By supporting the Nahal Sorek rehabilitation program in Arazim Valley you are helping to transform this section of the park from an ecological eyesore to an attractive resource enriching the landscape, flora, and fauna of the area. Forests and orchards provide a green setting for diverse leisure and recreation functions for the thousands of visitors to the park. Your donation will also help secure important ecological objectives, including soil protection, carbon sequestration, and the promotion of biodiversity. 








Recognition





An appropriate means of donor recognition is available.








Project Status: In Progress











Project Description





The development of Arazim Valley Park as part of the Jerusalem Ring includes the rehabilitation of the Nahal Sorek streambed that runs through the park. A 2-kilometer section from the Crusader fortress to the intersection leading to Givat Alona is now being rehabilitated. The project will allow visitors to enjoy the flow of water in winter, views of the local plant life and fauna, and provide recreation opportunities. Work includes stream course regulation, drainage and developing the banks with stone terraces and vegetation (characteristic riverside plants and orchards) that will be able to withstand winter floods. Small dams along the course will help trap flood water, providing an opportunity to observe the unique flora and fauna. Signposted paths and trails will be developed for visitors on foot, by bike, or in vehicles. Some of the paths will be wheelchair-accessible for people with disabilities and parking will be developed along the way.





Location





Nahal Sorek runs through Arazim Valley Park on the northwestern outskirts of Jerusalem.





Project Goals





To repair flood damage and to create opportunities for leisure around seasonal water sources.





To restore the green vegetation of the stream by repairing stone terraces.
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