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Roads for Safety, Roads for Fun – Roads for Everyone

KKL-JNF has been building roads for many years. In the forest we forge routes and scenic drives for tourists, firefighters and foresters. In border and peripheral areas we build multi-purpose roads for the security of farmers, the safety of children riding school buses and the activity of security personnel.  
Farming Safely, Touring Safely, Living Safely – KKL-JNF Multi-purpose Roads

Every year at a joint meeting coordinated by the Ministry of Defense, KKL-JNF and its other partners choose a number of peripheral regional/local councils where roads will be built or upgraded. The roads are built throughout Israel in the Galilee, the center and along the Jordan Valley and in the western Negev. Development elements include improving existing roads by adding a layer of bedding and asphalt (to prevent mining), drainage and culverts, planting and signs. Although we always pray for peace, experience has taught us that there is no replacement for being prepared for the worst – which is why KKL-JNF invests in developing these vital roads.  

Just think what it is like to leave your house in the morning to go out to school and work, and not know when and if you will get home. That is the situation many people in Israel would have to face were it not for KKL-JNF. The security situation in Israel has always been complex – periods of quiet interspersed with periods of tension. The one thing that remains constant is the feeling of uncertainty, the feeling of not knowing what tomorrow may bring. KKL-JNF is aware of the country’s special needs, and many of its projects are specifically planned to help people in Israel go on with their daily routines as well as possible. 

This is particularly true in confrontation areas, where the threat lies across the border, sometimes just a stone's throw away. Driving to fields on dirt roads which can easily be mined or booby-trapped, or are sometimes exposed to artillery fire and missiles, is no simple matter. 

Together with the Ministries of Defense and Agriculture, the National Road Company and relevant regional councils, KKL-JNF builds security and agricultural roads. These vital roads ensure safe passage for security forces as they go about their daily task of protecting lives in communities throughout Israel, and for farmers who can reach their fields in safety. Also, in case of emergencies fields can be evacuated rapidly and efficiently. 
For residents of the area, young and old, these roads make all the difference. Going to the bank or post office, shopping, or back to school for extra-curricular activities can once again become part of the daily routine – as is the case in other parts of the country. A cup of coffee with a friend becomes just that – spontaneity can once again become fun and not recklessness. 
The story of the roads we build, however, goes beyond times of strife. They have been planned in advance to serve a multitude of other functions in times of quiet, which is why we prefer to call them multi-purpose roads. And of course these roads have an agricultural side as well – thanks to them crops can travel efficiently from the fields to packing houses and on to many a table abroad – where Israel is famous for its produce. Israelis are known for their love of nature and the countryside and many of them like nothing better than to spend a weekend or holiday discovering hidden scenic gems around the country. These roads are perfect cycling, hiking and running routes, providing a taste of life in the country and getting away from it all. The people using them are also a potential source of income for the local population that develops a broad range of services for their benefit – everything from boutique cheeses and wines to a comfortable bed for the night.  
Boxes

Join us and help us ensure that the IDF and the residents of border and peripheral areas can continue to live safely and move around freely!

Join us once again in supporting the economic development of border and confrontation line communities and provide them with peace, tranquility and prosperity – now and in the future!
Join us in discovering the wonders of the forest!

KKL-JNF Forest Roads

Forests are lonely places without people to enjoy them, and KKL-JNF has carved out thousands of kilometers of tracks and roads for nature lovers to explore its forests, developing and improving them for rest and recreation, picnicking and hiking. It is hard to imagine today what Israel must have looked like without these forests that have changed the face of the country and become an integral part of our landscape, and how we would enjoy them without the fascinating scenic routes traversing them.

Scenic routes help make nature accessible to all, including families with young children and people with disabilities who cannot otherwise enjoy these landscapes. All the routes incorporate recreation and picnic areas, scenic lookouts and a variety of trails along the way that blend in and become part of the forest environment. Some are truly unique, such as the popular Sculpture Road, the scenic route in Tsor'a-President's Forest. 

A quiet drive along these roads is an unforgettable experience as most of them overlook beautiful scenery, and have been developed with minimal environmental impact. With its varied landscapes, archaeological treasures, fascinating history and multi-faceted society, Israel provides a wealth of activities for both domestic and foreign tourists. By bringing tourists to lesser-travelled areas KKL-JNF scenic roads also have a major economic impact on local residents who have developed a diverse variety of tourist-related services. 

Join Us in the Forest, Join Us in the Fields – KKL-JNF Roads in Israel

In the following pages we present a list of agricultural-security roads and a sampling of some of our major scenic routes. 

Note: For multi-purpose roads the number of kilometers noted for each project is the amount to be executed in a given year, and changes each year according to needs and policy decisions
Northern Israel

1. Mate Asher Regional Council

Population: 19,000

Communities: 19 kibbutzim, 9 moshavim, 2 community settlements, 2 Arab villages. 

A total of 6.8 kilometers of roads, mainly for agriculture, were created in and around a number of communities in the regional council. 
2. Zevulun Regional Council

Population: 11,100

Communities: 5 kibbutzim, 2 moshavim, 2 community settlements, 3 Bedouin villages. 

In 2008 new roads were built in three communities as part of the "confrontation line" project, but this year included mainly agricultural roads. 
3. Gilboa Regional Council

Population: 25,200

Communities: 8 kibbutzim, 14 moshavim, 6 community settlements, 5 Arab villages. 

A total of 6.5 kilometers of roads were built / upgraded. The roads provide access to the fields and to a water installation belonging to the Mekorot Water Company.
4. Golan Regional Council

Population: 11,900

Communities: 10 kibbutzim, 16 moshavim, 4 community settlements, 1 village. 

The agricultural security road on the Syrian border at Hital in the southern Golan Heights, was upgraded: three sections totaling 3 kilometers were paved in asphalt. The road provides access to the local compost plant and packing house, as well as to the Hital Reservoir. It is used both by the military border patrols and the farmers.

5. Ma'ale Yosef Regional Council

Population: 8400

Communities: 16 moshavim, 5 community settlements, 1 village. 

Peripheral roads around 3 communities, totaling 7 kilometers, were paved in asphalt. At two moshavim paved roads were built to facilitate access to the poultry farms around the communities and to improve safety in times of security problems. The third road leads to olive groves belonging to the village of Peki'in. 
6. Emek Yizre'el Regional Council

Population: 30,400

Communities: 15 kibbutzim, 14 moshavim, 8 community settlements, 2 villages. 

A new road is now being built from the community of Shimshit to Zarzir, a Bedouin village. The road is part of the "confrontation line" project but is used for farming to allow both communities to reach their fields easily.
7. Goren Park Scenic Route 
A paved 4 kilometer circular road in the heart of Goren Park that passes through native Mediterranean oak woodlands interspersed with pistachio and carob and splendid vistas of Nahal Keziv.

8. Naftali Mountains Scenic Route
A 6.6-kilometer road, with a number of paved sections, running along the Naftali Mountains cliff up to the Geological Picnic Area above Kiryat Shemona.


9. Biriya-Hatsor Scenic Route
A 2-kilometer road that is part of the "Ways of the Sages" project. This road is one of the major scenic routes in the forest. The existing road is only accessible to off-road vehicles. 


10. Hilla-Manot Scenic Route
A 6-kilometer scenic road between Manot and Hilla, two western Galilee communities, which traverses open native woodlands, remains of ancient settlements and a number of springs. Most of the road is unpaved, but some 400 meters of more difficult stretches have been paved. 


11. Bet Keshet Forest Scenic Route
The Scenic Drive in Bet Keshet Forest traverses a fascinating KKL-JNF forest that has stately representatives of the beautiful Tabor Oak. The striking 18-km drive crosses the Nazareth hills through dense forests, natural woodland, with breathtaking views along the way. 


12, Tsipori Forest Scenic Route
A 16-kilometer road dotted with antiquities and points of interest, with hiking trails and roads for off-road vehicles branching out all along the way.

Central Israel

1. Jordan Valley Regional Council

Population: 3400
Communities: 2 kibbutzim, 15 moshavim, 4 community settlements. 

A total of 5.6 kilometers of agricultural roads (800 m paved), in 7 sections, were developed for a number of communities in the regional council. 

2. Gezer Regional Council

Population: 21,500
Communities: 6 kibbutzim, 15 moshavim, 5 community settlements. 

A total of 1.7 kilometers of agricultural roads were developed for a number of communities in the regional council. 

3. Gush Etsiyon Regional Council

Population: 13,600
Communities: 3 kibbutzim, 15 community settlements. 

A total of 3 kilometers of agricultural roads were paved in two different sections. The roads pass through forested areas and are also used by tourists and visitors to the area.
4. Megiddo Regional Council

Population: 8500
Communities: 9 kibbutzim, 4 moshavim.
A total of 8.6 kilometers of agricultural roads, in 13 different sections, were built. The roads pass through forested areas and are also used by tourists and visitors to the area.
5. Megilot Regional Council

Population: 1000

Communities: 4 kibbutzim, 1 moshav, 1 community settlement.

A total of 4 kilometers of agricultural roads, in 4 different sections, were built. 

6. Menashe Forest Scenic Route
A number of roads totaling about 20 kilometers circle and cross this beautiful park. Visitors in cars, on bicycles or on foot can enjoy the beautiful scenery – a combination of rural landscapes, planted forests and native woodlands. 


7. Rabin Park Roads
A total of 5 kilometers of scenic routes overlook the Tel Aviv-Jerusalem Highway and the Judean Lowlands. The roads are very popular with the thousands of visitors to one of KKL-JNF's most visited forest parks. 


8. Tsor'a – President's Forest – Sculpture Road
A 10-kilometer scenic route, one of the most unusual and interesting of all KKL-JNF forest routes, combines a variety of environmental sculptures with scenic lookouts, archaeological sites and bicycle trails. 


9. Defenders' Forest
A 10-kilometer paved route especially planned with bicycle riders in mind. The road circles the forest passing by a number of forest attractions. 

Southern Israel

1. Hebron Mountains Regional Council

Population: 5600
Communities: 15 community settlements, 4 outposts. 

A 2.5 kilometer security road for the community of Yatir. 

2. Hof Ashkelon Regional Council

Population: 12,500
Communities: 5 kibbutzim, 11 moshavim, 2 community settlements, 1 educational institution. 

A 1-kilometer road system serving the Kibbutz Zikim Dairy. 

3. Sedot Negev Regional Council

Population: 7400
Communities: 2 kibbutzim, 12 moshavim, 2 community settlements. 

Repairs and improvements to a 1.5-km road through the fields of Moshav Kefar Maimon. 
4. Sha'ar HaNegev Regional Council
Population: 5000

Communities: 10 kibbutzim, 1 moshav, 1 student village.

A 3-km road in the vicinity of Kibbutz Nirim that is used by farmers and military patrols. 
5. Eshkol Regional Council

Population: 9700
Communities: 14 kibbutzim, 13 moshavim, 2 community settlements.

A 600-m road between Kibbutz Alumim and its packing plant, upgrading the road system in the fields of Kibbutz Sa'ad and two 4-km peripheral agricultural-security roads for the communities of Halutsit 1 & 4. 
6. Lakhish Regional Council

Population: 7400
Communities: 13 moshavim, 1 cooperative moshav, 1 community settlement.

A 2-km road to the Lakhish reservoir and 14 kilometers of road along Nahal Shikma, which will also serve tourists and visitors to the region. 
7. Yoav Regional Council

Population: 5100

A 3-km, paved multi-purpose road that connects Kibbutz Gat to the town of Kiryat Gat. 

The road is used by farmers, school buses and local residents. 
8. Ramat Negev Regional Council

Population: 6200

Communities: 5 kibbutzim, 2 moshavim, 6 community settlements.

Nine kilometers of: entrance roads and peripheral agricultural-security roads for the communities of Be'er Milka, Nitsana and Kemehin.
9. Merhavim Regional Council

Population: 9500

Communities: 14 moshavim, 3 community settlements, 1 educational institution.

Three kilometers of roads used by farmers and military patrols. 
10. Central Arava Regional Council

Population: 3000

Communities: 5 moshavim, 2 community settlements.

Thirty kilometers of roads used by farmers in Idan, Tsofar, En Yahav and Hatseva. 
11. Nahal Shikma Scenic Route
A 6-kilometer scenic route along Nahal Shikma in the northern Negev. The road crosses varied landscapes, from the farming land of rural communities in the area to remnants of an old Ottoman railroad. At a beauty spot along the route there is an old grove of sycamore, pine and eucalyptus trees.


12. Amatsya Forest Scenic Route
A beautiful 2-kilometer paved scenic route through Amatsya forest in the foothills of the southern Judean Mountains. The route's northern section, suited to all vehicles, begins at the famous Hazan Hiding Caves and crosses a mature pine forest. The southern section passes by cultivated vineyards.


13. Shahariya Forest Scenic Route
A 3.5-kilometer road, which winds through groves of pine, carob and dates. The route is circular and one-way, with many recreation and picnic areas along the way, as well as several attractions in the forest. At the north end of the road is a forest fire watchtower.


14.Yatir Forest Scenic Route
A12-kilometer scenic road through the heart of Yatir Forest, which passes by several interesting sites and picnic areas and is also used by walkers and cyclists. Side roads branch off to the east and west, revealing beautiful landscapes.


15. Metar Forest Scenic Route
The 6-kilometer road, built in 1997, runs through Metar Forest from the north and is suitable for all vehicles. Its steeper portions have been paved. In places, the road forms part of the Israel Trail, which crosses the country from south to north.

KKL - JNF – Facts on the Ground
KKL-JNF activity is a combination of our work in many different fields – development goes hand in hand with preservation, forestry with research, and water recycling with tourism. Our work never stops – we are leading the way to a better, healthier environment with large open spaces, green forests and recreation areas, and respect for our natural and cultural heritage. We educate today’s children, who will become the environmentally conscious citizens of tomorrow, to create a better future for Israel.

With your support KKL - JNF …

Planted over 240 million trees for Israel’s people and environment.

Maintains 100,000 acres (40,000 hectares) of natural woodland.

Redeemed 700,000 acres (280,000 hectares) of land.

Reclaimed 250,000 acres (100,000 hectares) of land for farming in 1000 rural communities.

Forged 7000 kilometers of roads (scenic, security, agricultural) and forest trails.

Prepared infrastructure for thousands of new homes.

Developed more than 600 recreation areas, many of them accessible to people with special needs.

Built over 200 water reservoirs for water conservation and recycling.

Rehabilitates rivers, streams and springs.

Restores archaeological and historical sites.

Educates hundreds of thousands of young people in Israel and abroad. 

Supports and implements R&D projects with global implications. 

Promotes love of Israel and its environment, creating an enduring bond between people and the land.

And our vision for the next decade continues….

KKL-JNF Resources & Development Division
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Quotes for the Road

"Two roads diverged in a wood, and I 
I took the one less traveled by, 
And that has made all the difference."
Robert Frost

“Discoveries are often made by not following instructions, by going off the main road, by trying the untried.”

Frank Tyger

“May you have warm words on a cold evening, a full moon on a dark night and a smooth road all the way to your door.”

Irish blessing

To know the road ahead, ask those coming back

Chinese proverb

אופציה לכיתובים בעטיפה הקידמית ( לדרכים ):
Patrolling

Touring

Farming

Transporting

Traveling
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